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MEET YOUR COMMISSIONERS

Childcare is an economic driver for rural communities across the United 
States, but many communities are facing shortages of  high-quality childcare. 
Unfortunately, Redwood County is no exception to this detrimental shortage. 
As of  June 2024, Redwood County had an estimated need of  over 190 qualified 
childcare spots, according to the most recent First Children’s Finance Childcare 
Needs Summary. Many new and expecting parents are experiencing the impacts 
of  this shortage firsthand as childcare spots grow increasingly scarce, and costs 
for providers are at an all-time high. The Redwood County EDA recognizes 
this critical issue and is taking action to address childcare needs across the 
County. In October 2024, the Redwood County EDA applied to participate in 
the First Children’s Finance Rural Child Care Innovation 

Redwood County Commissioners
are elected officials who serve 
a four-year term representing 

their respective district.
Board Meetings are held

the 1st and 3rd
 Tuesdays of  every month.

The Commissioners also serve
on various committees such as:
Planning & Zoning, Solid Waste/

Recycling, Health & Human 
Services, Extension,

Soil & Water, just to name a few!
They are here to represent

our County residents in all aspects
of  living in Redwood County. From Left to Right: Rick Wakefield, District 1; Bob Van Hee, District 4; Jim Salfer,        

                            District 2; Dennis Groebner, District 3; Corey Theis, District 5 
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RURAL CHILD CARE INNOVATION 
PROGRAM NOTIFICATION

By: Grady Holtberg, By: Grady Holtberg, Economic Development CoordinatorEconomic Development Coordinator
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RCCIP Notification     continued from page 1

HOUSING TRUST FUND 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

By: Grady Holtberg, By: Grady Holtberg, Economic Development CoordinatorEconomic Development Coordinator
You may have seen in our previous 
newsletters and social media posts that 
Redwood County recently completed an 
in-depth County-wide housing study this 
past October. The results from this study 
provided the Redwood County Economic 
Development Authority with an accurate 
picture of  the housing needs in the County 
and a variety of  recommendations to 
address these needs. While some of  these 
recommendations will take long-term 
strategic planning to implement, which 
the EDA continues to develop, we are also 
taking immediate action to address our 
housing needs. 

At the time this notice was written, 
documents to establish a Housing Trust 
Fund for Redwood County have been 
drafted and a public hearing to approve 

the ordinance for this fund was set for 
Tuesday, March 18th, 2025, at 9:00am. 
The purpose of  this fund will be to support 
the development of  new housing units 
and refurbishment of  current housing 
units across Redwood County. It is the 
goal of  the EDA to have this ordinance, 
its guiding policy and application form 
fully approved and available to the public 
in the spring of  2025, so construction on 
projects can begin this coming summer. 

More information about this funding 
opportunity will be made available on 
our social media platforms in the coming 
months. Feel free to contact Economic 
Development Coordinator, Grady 
Holtberg, at 507-637-1122 or by email 
at grady_h@co.redwood.mn.us for more 
information.

Program (RCCIP), and we are excited 
to announce that Redwood County was 
selected to participate! The Rural Child 
Care Innovation Program is a community 
engagement process designed to address 
the challenges of  childcare in Greater 
Minnesota. The RCCIP is based on the 
fundamental idea that rural communities are 
greater than their size in numbers and greater 
than their current challenges. By mobilizing 
and empowering rural communities, the 
landscape of  early care and education in 
rural America is evolving. The Core Team 
that will be representing Redwood County 
in this program is comprised of  community 
members with diverse backgrounds from 
all areas of  the county, to ensure that the 
needs of  all Redwood County constituents 
are addressed. The Redwood County 
RCCIP Core Team will participate in the 
18–24-month community engagement 
process to identify the local childcare need 
and challenges, explore right-sized solutions 
which address the childcare shortage, 
and implement goals that are identified 
throughout this process. The Core Team 
will be engaging the community in a wide 
variety of  ways during this process, which 
will include a town hall meeting, childcare 
provider appreciation event, education 
opportunities and much more. 
Updates and information regarding these 
events and program initiatives will be shared 
on our various media platforms so stay tuned 
for more! If  you would like to learn more 
about the Rural Child Care Innovation 
Program please reach out to Grady Holtberg 
at 507-637-1122 or by email at grady_h@
co.redwood.mn.us for more information.

MACA President and Jackson County Administrator 
Ryan Krosch selected Kletscher for this honor for 
exemplifying what it means to be a dedicated county 
leader who’s well respected by both the county board 
of  commissioners and staff alike.
	 Since 1999, the current president of  the 
Minnesota Association of  County Administrators 
(MACA) selects one MACA member annually to receive 
the “Joe Ries Excellence in County Management Award” 
for demonstrating exemplary service and leadership in 
the field of  county management. 
	 This award is named after Joseph F. Ries, who served Scott County with 
distinction from 1966 to 1992, first as elected County Auditor and then for 21 years 
as the county’s first county Administrator. In 1978, Joe introduced the concept of  a 
professional organization to provide a venue for the sharing of  knowledge, information, 
and experience among the  administrative leaders of  Minnesota’s 87 counties.
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Greetings 
from
Plum
Creek
Park!
by Adam Kletscher, Park Rangerby Adam Kletscher, Park Ranger

Greetings from Plum Creek Park!  As you read this 
I anticipate we will be in the heart of  spring and 
hopefully enjoying some beautiful weather.  This past 
winter we were lucky or unlucky, depending on who 
you are, to have an easy winter with a lack of  snow.  
If  you enjoy sledding at the park, this wasn’t the 
winter for you.  If  you enjoy other outdoor activities 
it was perfect.  Many people took advantage of  the 
lack of  snow to get out hiking, ice fishing, and even a 
few brave souls enjoyed a few rounds of  frisbee golf  
in the cold.  There is always something to do at Plum 
Creek Park. 

This winter, with the lack of  snow and frozen ground 
we were able to get a lot of  work done.  We were 
busy cutting dead pines and removing trees for the 
upcoming beach improvement project. If  you take a 
drive through the park things will look a little different.  
The beach improvement project has been something 
we have talked about for the last two years.  Finally, 
we are at the point where things are really starting 
to happen.  All of  the prep work has been done and 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
DEPUTY ANDERSON

& K9 ECHO 
By: Sheriff Jason JacobsonBy: Sheriff Jason Jacobson

Pictured from left to right, RFPD Officer Tucker Machart, Sgt. Aaron Clancy, Deputy 
Taft Anderson, K9 Echo, Chief  Deputy Katelyn Torgerson, and RFPD Asst Chief  Steve 
Schroeder.Redwood Falls

Deputy Taft Anderson and his K9 Partner Echo 
were awarded the MSCIC (Minnesota South 
Central Investigator’s Coalition) Law Enforcement 
Meritorious Service Award. This award is presented 
to a law enforcement officer that has provided 
extraordinary service in one or more instances to a law 
enforcement agency or agencies. Deputy Anderson 
was nominated as the result of  his efforts assisting 
the Redwood Falls Police Department during an 
active threat in the summer of  2024. We’re extremely 
proud of  Deputy Anderson and K9 Echo for their 
commitment to keeping the citizens of  Redwood 
County safe!

we will finally be breaking 
ground on the improvements 
sometime this summer.  We are 
very excited for the changes 
and improvements that people 
will be able to enjoy for years 
to come. 

Reservations for the upcoming 
season opened on January 
14th.  We had over 100 

reservations on opening day!  That being 
said we still have openings, so if  you are 
looking for a place to camp this summer, 
check out plumcreekpark.com and make 
a reservation. 

Whether you like to camp or just enjoy 
nature, be sure to take a trip to Walnut 
Grove to enjoy everything that Plum 
Creek Park has to offer!  We look forward 
to seeing you this summer!  
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What is Child’s Place?
Child’s Place is a children’s advocacy center 
(CAC) that provides services to children to 
have experienced sexual assault, physical 
abuse, severe neglect, drug endangerment 
or witness significant violence. Child’s 
Place is located in Redwood County and 
is one of  11 CACs in Minnesota.

The CAC originated as the Redwood 
County Children’s Advocacy Center in 
2015. In 2020 the department transitioned 
to a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
Child’s Place. The transition to a 
standalone nonprofit opened the doors 
for other grants and funding opportunities 
and allowed for the expansion of  services 
in our area.

What do you see “out here”?
We often are asked “do you really see that 
kind of  stuff out here?” or hear statements 
such as “well, that doesn’t happen out here.”

Abuse does occur “out here”, in our rural 
communities. Child’s Place served 109 
children in 2024. Almost half  of  the cases 
involved sexual assault. 

CHILD’S PLACECHILD’S PLACE
NARRATIVENARRATIVE

In addition to local cases, Child’s Place also partners 
with Homeland Security and the FBI in situations 
where the victims reside in our area. These cases are 
typically online sextortion cases or situations where 
the abuser crossed state lines to get to the child.
 
Why use the CAC model?
Without a CAC, a child may end up having to tell 
the worst story of  his or her life over and over again, 
to doctors, police, lawyers, therapists, investigators, 
judges, and others. They may not get the help they 
need to heal once the investigation is over, either. 
Having to share the story with this many people only 
traumatizes the child more due to continually having 
to relive the abuse. When children tell their history 
of  abuse multiple times, they can become weary of  
retelling all the details and sometimes even take back 
the whole thing because they don’t want to talk about 
it anymore or feel as if  no one believes them.

With a CAC, like Child’s Place, when law enforcement or 
child protective services believe a child is being abused, 
the child is brought to the CAC by a caregiver or other 
safe adult. At the CAC, the child tells their story once 
to a trained interviewer who will listen to all the details 

of  the abuse. The interview is recorded 
and observed by a multidisciplinary team 
(MDT) which includes law enforcement, 
child protective services, prosecution, 
mental health providers and other 
professionals involved with the case. This 
way everyone who needs to hear the child’s 
story is able to without having the child tell 
it over and over again. The MDT will then 
make decisions together on how to help the 
child. Finally, the advocate will coordinate 
resources such as therapy, safety needs 
(security cameras, orders for protection), 
basic needs (food, clothes, bedding) assist 
with courtroom preparation, victim 
impact statements and be a voice for the 
child during the court process.

The Redwood County multi-disciplinary 
team (MDT) includes members from 
the Redwood County Sheriff’s Office, 
Redwood Falls Police Department, 
Redwood County Attorney’s Office, 
Southwest Health and Human Services 
(child protection) and Child’s Place staff. 

To learn more visit www.childsplacecac.org

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month 
During CAPM we will be hosting our 
annual Bids for Kids Auction. We are 

accepting donated baskets, gift certificates 
and items through April 18. 

The auction will be held by Kerkhoff 
Auction & Real Estate and will be live on 
their website, https://kerkhoffauction.
com, from April 23-May 3, 2025. All 
funds raised through Bids for Kids will be 
used for direct services for children and 
families in crisis. 

Other Child Abuse Prevention Month 
activities:
• Friday, April 4 is Wear Blue Day - wear 
blue to show your support, share a picture 
with us on our Facebook page
• Check out our Facebook page for weekly 
tips & tools about online safety, apps to 
know and conversation starters & activities
• If  the weather allows, we will have our 
Pinwheels for Prevention in front of  our 
office - 109 pinwheels for the 109 children 
served in 2024

Why pinwheels? Pinwheels are used as a 
symbol for child abuse prevention because 
they represent the joy and carefree 
childhoods that all children should 
have. The pinwheel’s cyclical shape also 
symbolizes the positive cycles of  love and 
support that families can create. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
After many years of  no changes to the Environmental 
Assessments (RRRSWA) that fund programs and facilities that 
manage waste, promote recycling, and support sustainable waste 
practices in Redwood and Renville Counties, the County Boards 
of  both counties have authorized a new fee schedule that will 
be implemented with 2025 property taxes. As was noted in the 
Winter 2024 edition of  The County Messenger, here’s a summary of  
the key uses of  these funds:

Recycling and Waste Collection
• Recycling Program: Employs workers to collect, transport, 
  and recycle over 5,200 tons of  materials annually, achieving over 
  50% curbside recycling collection in the two counties.
• Transfer Facilities: Manages municipal solid waste,
  demolition debris, and recycling materials, handling nearly 
  16,000 tons of  garbage and demolition waste annually.

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facilities
• Safely dispose of  hazardous materials like used oil, paints, 
  chemicals, and batteries.
• Operates a product exchange room where residents can take 
  reusable household items for free.

Special Programs and Services
• Provides free & safe license plate disposal collection bins locations 
  at RRRSWA, landfill & The Redwood County Government 
  Center.
• Provides facilities for recycling, demolition debris, and garbage 
  disposal.
• Offers free document destruction (shredding) for residents, free 
  scrap metal disposal, and mattress recycling (for a minimal fee).
• Hosts tire recycling events, seasonal recycling for holiday lights, 
  and sells backyard compost bins.
• Places recycling trailers/bins at events, gas stations, and parks.
• Provides convenient locations and containers to respectfully 
  dispose of  tattered military flags. 

Community and Educational Support
• Organizes electronic waste and appliance collection events 
  (April-October).
• Offers educational programs about waste reduction, composting,   
  demolition disposal, recycling and waste management for 
  residents, haulers, and contractors.
• Assists with pesticide container disposal and provides demolition 
  disposal inspections and guidance for MPCA Permit by Rule 
  Applications.

Resident and Business Assistance
• Maintains 26 recycling sites across the counties.
• Provides centralized support for waste-related inquiries and 
  hauler information. 

These efforts aim to improve sustainability and reduce the 
environmental impact of  waste in the region. For more information 
or questions, residents can contact the Redwood/Renville Solid 
Waste Authority directly.

New Fee Schedule
Here are the key points of  the resolution adopted by both County 
Boards and the new fee schedule:

The assessment charged shall be titled “Env Assessment 
(RRRSWA)” and shall not be tied to a property’s perceived ability 
to produce waste.

The annual assessment effective Jan. 1, 2025 shall be as follows 
and shall continue to be assessed annually until formally changed 
by resolution:
• Agricultural/Residential properties (which may be comprised of  
  multiple contiguous parcels that make up a single residence) shall 
  be assessed a single $68 fee.
• City, County, State and Federal properties with a structure shall 
  each be assessed a $45 fee.
• Cemeteries with a structure shall be assessed a $31 fee.
• Manufactured home parks shall be assessed a $86 fee.
• Individual manufactured and modular homes shall be assessed 
  a $68 fee.
• Individual church properties with a structure shall each be 
  assessed a $68 fee.
• Charitable Institutions (code 931) shall each be assessed a $45 fee. 
• All other properties with a structure (including schools, 
  apartments, nursing homes, HRA-owned properties, & hospitals) 
  shall be assessed based on the market value of  the property:

These fees shall be administered by the County Assessor based on the classification 
and value of  the property. Appeals of  this assessment shall be made on a form 
provided by RRRSWA and reviewed by the RRRSWA Executive Board for 
evaluation and consideration, based on the criteria stated above.

Questions on the Environmental Assessment and the 
Services it Funds
Any questions concerning the Environmental Assessment and 
the services provided should be directed to RRRSWA Executive 
Director Jon Mitchell at 320-523-8002 or info@rrrswa.com.

Market Value Current New
1 to 50,000 $86 $86
50,001 to 150,000 $110 $120
150,001 to 300,000 $151 $168
300,001 to 500,000 $191 $235
500,001 to 750,000 $261 $329
750,001 to 1,000,000 $343 $461
1,000,001 to 1,500,000 $454 $645
1,500,001 to 3,000,000 $599 $903
3,000,001 to 5,000,000 $791 $1,264
5,000,001 to 99,999,999 $791 $1,770
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            RENVILLE COUNTY  
                       ELECTRONICS AND APPLIANCE RECYCLING!! 
         The first Wednesday every other month April - October: 

           2:00 PM - 6:00 PM  
Located on the northeast end of the Renville County Fairgrounds 
This collection is for Renville and Redwood County Residents ONLY 

We reserve the right to refuse any load 

For more information, contact S.W. Recycling at                    
1-800-366-8665 or www.swrecycling.com 
Electronics Appliances 

FREE 
CPUs/hard drives,    
computer mouse, cell 
phones, keyboards, 
speakers, iPods,      
cameras, GPS units,  
laptops, CD players, 
MP3 players, radios/
boom boxes, etc. 

*COST 
$25.00:  TVs and       
computer monitors  

$10.00: scanners,    
printers, copiers, fax  
machines, VCRs, DVD 
players and stereos 

FREE 
Washers, dryers,        
dehumidifiers, ovens, 
refrigerators, vacuum 
cleaners, microwaves, 
water softeners, etc. 
(Non-metal water  
heaters NOT accepted) 

*COST 
$75.00:  

RV Refrigerators  

The following will NOT be accepted at this collection: Household Hazardous Waste (HHW),       
standard recyclable materials, fluorescent bulbs, batteries or tires. 

*Prices may be subject to change. Cash or check only.  No credit/debit cards accepted.  

Open to Renville & Redwood County Residents ONLY. 

May 7, 2025 
September 3, 2025 

July 2, 2025 

Any item with a cord is considered an appliance or electronic device.  If you don’t see an item listed in the “cost” columns, it 
is probably accepted for disposal, but is most likely free of charge. 

Non appliance or electronic items accepted: charcoal/gas grills, furnaces, A/C units, exercise equipment, satellite dishes, 
and yard maintenance equipment. 

       REDWOOD COUNTY  
                      ELECTRONICS AND APPLIANCE RECYCLING!! 
         The first Wednesday every other month April - October: 

2:00 PM - 6:00 PM  
Behind the Redwood County Museum 

This collection is for Renville and Redwood County Residents ONLY 
We reserve the right to refuse any load 

For more information, contact S.W. Recycling at                    
1-800-366-8665 or www.swrecycling.com 
Electronics Appliances 

FREE 
CPUs/hard drives,    
computer mouse, cell 
phones, keyboards, 
speakers, iPods,      
cameras, GPS units,  
laptops, CD players, 
MP3 players, radios/
boom boxes, etc. 

*COST 
$25.00:  TVs and       
computer monitors  

$10.00: scanners,    
printers, copiers, fax  
machines, VCRs, DVD 
players and stereos 

FREE 
Washers, dryers,        
dehumidifiers, ovens, 
refrigerators, vacuum 
cleaners, microwaves, 
water softeners, etc. 
(Non-metal water  
heaters NOT accepted) 

*COST 
$75.00:  

RV Refrigerators  

The following will NOT be accepted at this collection: Household Hazardous Waste (HHW),       
standard recyclable materials, fluorescent bulbs, batteries or tires. 

*Prices may be subject to change. Cash or check only.  No credit/debit cards accepted.  

Open to Renville & Redwood County Residents ONLY. 

April 2, 2025 
August 6, 2025 October 1, 2025 

June 4, 2025 

Any item with a cord is considered an appliance or electronic device.  If you don’t see an item listed in the “cost” columns, it 
is probably accepted for disposal, but is most likely free of charge. 

Non appliance or electronic items accepted: charcoal/gas grills, furnaces, A/C units, exercise equipment, satellite dishes, 
and yard maintenance equipment. 

 

swmn.crediblemind.com

OVER 200 TOPICS

Stress

Burnout

Mindfulness

Sleep

Parenting

Grief and Loss

MENTAL WELLBEING
RESOURCES

Relationships

Resilience

Anxiety

Aging

Confidential    Free    Available 24/7

I often get asked what A.C.E. stand for:

Advocate:  We promote the value of  older adults in our communities. 
A.C.E. staff work to be a voice for the needs of  seniors; to make 
those needs known with local, state and federal elected officials
Connect:  we work to get volunteers involved/connected with 
various community organizations in Redwood County.  We connect 
seniors with resources that they may need for caregiver respite, home 
care, adaptive devices, and other needed services.
Educate:  we offer a variety of  health and wellness classes to 
promote sharp minds and strong bodies.

Current classes available through A.C.E. of  Southwest Minnesota 
in Redwood County are: Stepping On, SAIL (Stay Active and 
Independent for Life) and Powerful Tools for Caregivers

For more information on all of  A.C.E.’s services and supports 
for citizen’s of  Redwood County, contact Susann Zeug-Hoese at 
507.627.1016



Redwood County Connection
Redwood County Government Center
403 S Mill St
PO Box 130
Redwood Falls, MN 56283

Administration	  637-4016

Assessor		   637-4008

Attorney Office	  637-4010

Auditor/Treasurer	  637-4013

Court Administration 616-4018 

Economic Dev.	  637-1122

Emergency Mgmt.	  637-4035

Environmental	  637-4023

Extension		   637-4025

Highway Dept.	  637-4056

Human Services	  637-4050

License Center	  637-4029

Public Health		  637-4041

Probation Office	  637-4047

RRRSWA 	  	  637-1800

Recorder		   637-4032

Restorative Justice	  637-1139

Sheriff ’s Office	  637-4036

Technology/IT	  637-4016

Veteran’s Office	  637-4034

•      •      •

Commissioners

Rick Wakefield	  859-2369

Jim Salfer		   342-2431

Dennis Groebner	  692-2235

Bob VanHee		   616-1000

Corey Theis		   430-4150

Contacts

Local Postal Customer
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1. Open Camera on your smartphone
2. Scan Code (no need to take a picture)
3. Click on yellow bar/box
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Aug 2025

Good Neighbors You’ve Come To Trust

Remainder of the week will be a day later

1-800-246-7630   ·    FAX 320-235-5715

4089 Abbott Drive   ·    P.O. Box 796   ·    Willmar,  MN  56201

www.wcsanitation.com

Curbside Schedule - Redwood County

Sep 2025

Dec 2025

Oct 2025Apr 2025

Holiday - No Service

Jun 2025

Feb 2025

May 2025

January - December 2025

Good Neighbors You’ve Come To Trust

Telephone:                                                                                                                                                
(507) 637-1800                                     
(320) 523-8002

Nov 2025

Jul 2025

Mar 2025

Jan 2025
Morgan-Clements-Sanborn-Wanda

RF Zone 2 - Vesta - Belview - Delhi
Milroy-Walnut Grove-Revere-Lamberton-Lucan-Seaforth-Wabasso

RF Zone 1 - Morton - Franklin

Plastic containers - #s 1, 2 & 5. Must be removed from bags - No 
Styrofoam, No bags, No toys, No pools, No siding, No PVC pipe, No
pesticide containers, No herbicide containers

Steel and Aluminum - Food and beverage cans 
aluminum foil, pie pans and aerosol cans (must be empty). No food 
remaining - empty and clean. No need to remove labels on food cans. 

Paper - Newspaper, junk mail, paperbacks, catalogs, phone books, 
envelopes (including windowed) and office paper.      Do Not bundle or 
tie - place in cart loosely

Cardboard - (folded flat) Brown paper grocery bags, boxboard 
(cereal, cracker, pasta and shoe boxes). No frozen food or refrigerated 
food boxes. No beer or pop boxes (6 packs, 12 packs or cases) No 
packing foam. No waxed cardboard. No furnace filters. No egg cartons 
of any kind.

Plastic Bags/Film Plastic: Please purchase and utilize reusable grocery 
bags, ask for paper or have your groceries loaded loosely into your cart. Do NOT 
place bags or other film plastic into your recycling container. 
________________________________________________    
Shredded Paper: Please utilize our shredding service, which is FREE for 
personal papers, nominal fee for businesses.  IF you shred your own paper, please 
bag it and bring it to the office located at the RRRMRF in Redwood Falls.

Glass - *Single Use, clear, green and brown bottles and jars (food and 
beverage containers only.) No need to remove labels. No light bulbs, 
mirrors, ceramics or dishes.  Must be empty and clean. * Canning jars
are not acceptable.


