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Recent incidents in Minnesota County courts and na� onally suggest 
that norms for courtroom behavior are eroding, heightening security 
risks facing judges, court personnel, and public visitors to the 
courthouse.  What response is necessary, who pays, and how can we 
reconcile the need for personal safety with the public character of the 
courts?  That is the mul� -million dollar ques� on facing the 
Redwood County Commissioners.

POP QUIZ: To enter a county courthouse in Minnesota, you must: 
A-Empty your pockets, walk through a permanent metal detector, and 
possibly take off  your shoes and belt
B-Allow a security staff er to check for metal objects using a wand, 
depending on the kind of case being heard
C-Walk through the front door

It’s a trick ques� on:  All depends on where the courthouse is.  The state of courthouse security in Minnesota is 
governed by local funding and public policy decisions, leaving some with � ght security, some with spo� y security, 
and some with almost none at all.

The Redwood County Commissioners, law enforcement, and court personnel all take the issue seriously.  It’s not just 
the judges at risk; it’s everyone in the courtroom-the public, jurors, witnesses, everyone who works there. The risk 
is there all the � me and it’s a huge issue that involves money.  

While the state has funded court administra� on since 2005, each county is responsible for the actual courthouse 
building and its security, which includes: equipment, such as metal detectors; personnel, such as sheriff ’s depu� es 
to staff  and kind of security checkpoint; and training for those personnel.  These costs all come out of the county’s 
general revenue fund.

In November, 2016, the Commissioners hired Wold Architects and Engineers to outline a project including 
upgrades to the Courthouse to improve security and court opera� ons.  This would provide space to allow 
proper separa� on of par� es, secure holding for Courts that is separate from public, improve security and func� on 
for courthouse users and modernize the 1890’s facility and courtrooms.  Based upon these needs, the budget has 
been presented to the Board with a price tag of $3.6 million.  Security at what price?  The Board is challenged with 
securing a 125 year old courthouse to modern day needs without the availability of unlimited funds.  Not an easy 
task; but extremely important for the ci� zens of Redwood County and the Board is determined to fi nd a solu� on.

Courthouse Security in Redwood County: 
Personal Safety and Public Space
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REDWOOD COUNTY RECORDER’S OFFICE

NEED A DEED TO YOUR HOUSE?

NEED YOUR BIRTH CERTIFICATE OR MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE?

 http://www.redwoodcounty-mn.us/County_Departments/Recorder/Birth_Certificate.pdf  

https://www.moms.mn.gov/ 

Taking Oath of  Office on January 3, 2017

2017 Redwood County Commissioners



County Board of  Appeal and Equalization
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Need a fi shing license? Or to renew your tabs?

The License Center can take care of all your licensing needs right here in 
Redwood County.  Doing your licensing here keeps your tax dollars in your 
community.  This includes all your Driver’s Licenses/State ID, motor vehicle tab 
renewals, � tle transfers as well as DNR and Fish and Game Licenses.

What is going on with the Real ID?  The TSA has granted Minnesota an extension to comply with the Real ID Act 
un� l January 2018.   Your Minnesota Driver’s license allows you to fl y domes� cally un� l that date.  We do not 
know what will happen at our State Capitol this session or if Minnesota will be granted another extension by the 
Federal Government.  

What Iden� fi ca� on Do I Need for Travel?

• Passport Book (for interna� onal or domes� c travel)
• Passport Card (this allows you access to and departure from Canada and Mexico via land or sea.  The Passport     
   Card is also suffi  cient to fl y domes� cally a� er January 2018)
• Enhanced Driver’s License allows re-entry into the United States via land and sea from Canada, Mexico, Bermuda         
   or the Carribean.  Currently needed for Federal buildings.  (this license is not available in Redwood County)
• Real ID – not available in Minnesota yet.
• Minnesota Driver’s License – Allows you to fl y domes� cally un� l January 2018.
• Minnesota Iden� fi ca� on Card – Iden� fi ca� on for those who do not drive and currently allows you to fl y 
   domes� cally.

The Administra� on Offi  ce can process your passport applica� ons.  They are located just down the hall from the 
License Center.



Redwood County Online Mapping Demonstra� on

Why should I a� end?

Date: April 24th 

Time: 7:00pm—8:00pm 

Loca� on: Redwood Falls Library 

What is Beacon™?

Who can benefi t from using Beacon™?

Ways to Access Redwood County GIS

 h� p://www.econdev.radc.org/radc/redwoodconnect  
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Redwood County Property Tax Payment Op� ons:

h� p://www.redwoodcounty-mn.us.  

h� p://www.redwoodcounty-mn.us

Zoning and Solid Waste Ordinance Updates

Permit Reminder

Sep� c Loan and Grant Programs

Contact informa� on: 
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2017 Overnight Camping Rates

Primi� ve - $17.50
Electric Only - $22.50
Electric, water and sewer - $25.00

Call ahead for reserva� ons: (507) 859-2005

We are looking for your best pictures of  
Plum Creek Park. All pictures that are 

taken within the park are welcome. 
Pictures can be of  people, wildlife, 

landscapes, etc.

Rules:
• Photos must be submitted by 5:00 pm on 

12/1/17
• Pictures must have been taken at Plum Creek 

Park
• You can submit up to 3 photos per person
• Photos from any year can be submitted
• Photos must be submitted digitally to            
environmental@co.redwood.mn.us

• Include your name, address and phone     
number when submitting photos

Gr�n� P����
• A framed print of your picture
• Your photo will be kept on display in the main offi  ce for 

years to come
• 2 free nights of camping
 ** You will be responsible for securing a camping reserva� on.



PENALTIES: KNOW THE LAW: 
You may not…

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS:
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Administra� on  637-4016

Assessor   637-4008

A� orney Offi  ce  637-4010

Auditor/Treasurer  637-4013

Court Administra� on 637-4018

Emergency Mgmt.  637-4035

Environmental  637-4023

Extension   637-4025

Highway Dept.  637-4056

Human Services  637-4050

License Center  637-4029

Public Health   637-4041

Proba� on Offi  ce  637-4047

Recorder   637-4032

Recycling Facility  637-1800

Restora� ve Jus� ce  637-1139

Sheriff ’s Offi  ce  637-4036

Veteran’s Offi  ce  637-4034

Commissioners

Lon Walling   747-2175

Jim Salfer   342-2431

Dennis Groebner  692-2235

Bob VanHee   616-1000

Dave Forkrud   978-2869

Contacts

E-Waste & Appliance Collec� ons

First Wednesday of each month from April through October from 2-6pm
located behind the Redwood County Museum.

Collec� on is for Redwood and Renville County residents only.

Free Electronics:  CPU’s, computer mouse, cell phones, radios, keyboards, 
VCR’s, Speakers, IPods, cameras, GPS Units, CD Players, etc.
Free Appliances:  Washers, Dryers, Dehumidifi ers, Grills, Water So� eners, 
Stoves, household refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, etc.

There is a cost of $20.00 for T.V.’s, laptops or anything with a screen.
$10.00 for scanners, printers, copiers and fax machines, DVD player, VCRs.
$50.00 for RV Refrigerators  
**Prices MAY be subject to change.

Ques� ons? Call S.W. Recycling 1-800-366-8665

Redwood County Recycling

Curbside Recycling:
A detailed recycling schedule can be found on the website at:
h� p://www.renvillecountymn.com/RRRMRF/2017%20Recycling%20Sched-
ule_Redwood.pdf

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW):
Household products that can present a hazard to our health and our
environment when not properly used, stored, and disposed of, are considered
Household Hazardous Waste. The Redwood County HHW Facility
accepts hazardous materials from both Redwood and Renville County residents 
for NO CHARGE.
For more informa� on about acceptable items and drop off  schedule go to:
h� p://www.renvillecountymn.com/RRRMRF/HHW_2017.pdf


