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1.0 STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION AND POLICY

1.4

1.2

2.0

Statutory Authorization. This buffer ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authorization and policies
contained in Minn. Stat. §103F.48 and the county planning and zoning enabling legislation in Minn. Stat.
chapter 394.

Policy. It is the policy of the County to:

(a) Provide for riparian vegetated buffers and water quality practices to achieve the following purposes:

(1) Protect state water resources from erosion and runoff pollution;
(2) Stabilize soils, shores and banks; and
(3) Protect or provide riparian corridors.

(b) Coordinate the implementation and enforcement of the water resources riparian protection
requirements of Minn. Stat. §103F.48 with the shoreland management rules and ordinances adopted
under the authority of Minn. Stat. §103F.201 to 103F.227 and the management of public drainage systems
established under Minn. Stat. chapter 103E where applicable; and

(c) Provide efficient and effective direction to landowners and protection of surface water quality and
related land resources.

DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

2.1 Definitions. Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this ordinance shall be

interpreted to give them the same meaning they have in common usage and to give this ordinance its
most reasonable application. For the purpose of this ordinance, the words “must” and “shall” are
mandatory and not permissive. All distances, unless otherwise specified, are measured horizontally.

2.1.1 “Board" means the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources.

2.1.2 "Buffer" means an area consisting of perennial vegetation, excluding invasive plants and noxious
weeds, adjacent to all bodies of water within the state and that protects the water resources of the
state from runoff pollution; stabilizes soils, shores, and banks; and protects or provides riparian
corridors.

2.1.3 "Buffer protection map" means buffer maps established and maintained by the commissioner of
natural resources.

2.1.4 "Commissioner" means the commissioner of natural resources.

2.1.5 “Cultivation farming” means practices that disturb root or soil structure or that impair the viability of
perennial vegetation due to cutting or harvesting near the soil surface.

2.1.6 “Drainage authority” means the county board or joint county drainage authority having jurisdiction
over a drainage system or project.

2.1.7 "Public drainage system" means a system of ditch or tile, or both, to drain property, including laterals,
improvements, and improvements of outlets, established and constructed by a drainage authority.
"Drainage system" includes the improvement of a natural waterway used in the construction of a

drainage system and any part of a flood control plan proposed by the United States or its agencies in
the drainage system.

2.1.8 "Executive director" means the executive director of the Board of Water and Soil Resources.



2.1.9 "Local water management authority" means a watershed district, metropolitan water
management organization, or County operating separately or jointly in its role as local water
management authority under Minn. Stat. chapter 103B or Minn. Stat. chapter 103D.

2.1.10 "Normal water level" means the level evidenced by the long-term presence of surface water as
indicated directly by hydrophytic plants or hydric soils or indirectly determined via hydrological
models or analysis.

2.1.11 "Public waters" means public waters that are on the public waters inventory as provided in
section 103G.201

2.1.12 “Shoreland management rules” means the standards and criteria for the subdivision, use, and
development of the shorelands of public waters as provided in Minn. Rules parts 6120.2500 —
6120.3900

2.1.13 “SWCD” means the Redwood County Soil and Water Conservation District

2.2 Severability. If any section, clause, provision, or portion of this ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected
thereby.

2.3 Data sharing/management
2.3.1 The County may enter into arrangements with an SWCD, a watershed district if applicable, the
Board and other parties with respect to the creation and maintenance of, and access to, data
concerning buffers and alternative practices under this ordinance.
2.3.2 The County will manage all such data in accordance with the Minnesota Data Practices Act and any
other applicable laws.

3.0 JURISDICTION

3.1 Jurisdiction. The provisions of this ordinance apply to all waters, including public ditches established under
Minn. Stat. chapter 103E, Public Waters, and waters included in the Redwood County Shoreland
Ordinance, as shown on the buffer protection map.

4.0 BUFFER REQUIREMENTS

4.1 Buffer width. Except as provided in subsection 4.5, a landowner must establish and maintain a buffer area in
accordance with what is shown on the buffer protection map:

(a) For waters shown on the buffer protection map requiring a fifty (50) foot buffer, the landowner must
establish a buffer with a (50) foot average width and a thirty (30) foot minimum width as measured
according to subsection 4.2, and

(b) For waters shown on the buffer protection map requiring a sixteen and a half (16.5) foot buffer, the
landowner must establish a buffer with a sixteen and a half (16.5) foot minimum width as measured
according to subsection 4.2.

4.2 Measurement.

(a) The measurement of the required buffer on land adjacent to a water requiring a fifty (50) foot average
width and a thirty (30) foot minimum width buffer must be from the top or crown of the bank. Where there is
no defined bank, measurement must be from the edge of the normal water level in accordance with Board
Buffer Program Implementation Guidance.


















